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Ge-tai in Singapore: A Problematique that Emerged from a Chain of Images

Fusniki Kaori*

Ge-tai is a famous Chinese singing show performed in the 7th lunar month in Singapore
and Malaysia generally. In addition to the 7th lunar month, it is also performed on
other days through the year. The languages used on the stage are not only Mandarin
but also other dialects such as Hokkien and Teochow. Why does Ge-tai in Singapore
have many variations? This paper will show that Ge-tai stages emerged from the links
that start with certain images of the 7th lunar month. All of the examples in this paper
have happened on different occasions. The details show a chain of images of hungry
ghosts, dead souls, death, netherworld deities, temples, heavenly gods, and entertain-
ment. Moreover, it will be clarified that Ge-fai that emerged as a lively phenomenon
in the public arena is an aggregation of problems such as sickness, social troubles, the

aged, death and religion, language/dialects, education, culture and the generation gap.
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Bl, EEPLE LT, NPT L EOLZERR EIZO0TH W < D h 0 BIEER & %
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1988 4RiTIE, T v OREEAFER TR W T R S It O B L IO W TREMNIZ R IR
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FRHICELTL, BETHIRVEY VT4 TRIEETH D Z LD, FHED S DHEHEOBUR
KRB BDND. ZOUED Y > HR—=IVOFEERFITONTIE, 2005 FI23XLF % E
Uiz [ ORBFE T 2#EZE] 2bo L bFEL W [/ 2005]. ¥ HR—AT
E, IEIERTREDLOANLORMITHLEE T RN, FEMOFTIR - B i3k
BNTRY, FHHIEHITT T, &k Constitution Act (1992), EEFAFIOMEEH BT %4k
Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act, Mf#ffithik Societies Act, Z DI & > THIHI =,
SEEANFER i EE S 2 Presidential Council for Religious Harmony 12 & - TEk, #AE, HHIS
NTVW5., ZOTOAFTHE S TEZEMT DREEED 5 5, KRNI THIAE & U THRERK
ENFIEH Y O (H: Sin-tua'?) 722 8I2oWTIE, ZOMEEITHT 5B EOEH O H 2S5
L. Eley U HR— N TIREE, F VR MNEEOEMNE 202, FHTBOR~DOFE
PRI END X 51272 o TNEN, ZNENORUNA L ZOEMIZONTIE, YU TR—1
At A% 2010 £ D EBTAE IS S FMIAR T — 2 2 REZL TS, Y Zhuc ki, 15 %l
EONOD S D, FEANOIBMIIRFZHE SN TEXALE EBH O NTITHT 5 FEE A 2000 4
D 51.0%0> 5 44.2% I3 L7, U A MREIZ 14.6% 005 183%ICHIML T3, %
TeHENOFBUCEET DHEt it flic A b &, L8 - BHDS 64.4% 05 57.3%ICWA Lic—F
T, FURMEEZT16.5%05 201%ITHEIML TWD, EeIC, 4Fi BTG IR & i
JE il U TIAZ - O NADEA L, U A MNEEREINL TW A BRHE NS,
L4, %512 2000 SEARBEN S, YU HBR—NVTHALOXLEEZ LI LS AU F
AT BEPEAIZRDZHT, ALOEMTERTH S L OEBPEE AL, 1A
B EHOHT A —ONRERD &, LENARERET D06 LT, EHEAIFEMT 5
5. —7, 2010 FEDOBAL LR OFZBNAMF it 275 L, FURANBANART 4T
m<'"W REHT21.4%, KET3IR2%EHV, ZREN2000ELVEPLTNEDOD,

12) HESED D WVIIEFREO B2 A > Tk Sin-dua L2 B REER, YU HR—LTOT LT 7Ry MK, HH,
Sintua LHEEXRHDLINDZDTI I THEIUTHED. TFH & A & DFMTOWTIRR ISR G 5.

13) YU HR—NOE PR (EHEFHE) TIE, AHSEIOMEAREE (A0 (RERORERD, A, sk, A
FfgRkL, = A=y 7« ZV—THRR) EITBGET — XXV L, ZoMofTBIGET — X IS h
RN DIZONWTIE, BIERSRE S 20 17 NEMELIGRI, > X —%y b, &b TR E0hET
A& %152 HRE LD Q010 4EDHE). MBENLREILY v HR—VER L RAEFIEEZDONEAN, 250
IR EZ S 2T, g, B 28 CRET 2 EANTH S, RBIT NG 2, SfElRkbA
THEHED vol. 1IZEDHNTNDA, NG OEARTH L 2o THRNWZ &5, Mt FROFAETHS
Nz, HEMWEHBEORWRIET -4 Thsd L& X BN [Singapore Department of Statistics 2010].
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AN THEY A MANALRIY RN &30 5 [Singapore Department of Statistics
2010]. FRYv U HR—NOEKIHLOREELT L T4 TARLTEY, FHEEORED
HSPMZENTNDD, ZNEHhdEL2FAOKI30%MBFY A MEERFELRELTNDEZ &8
s, THLEETPE, AT EEY) A MNIEOLLFEN 18.3% LDz, &
FREHITX ) A NBIERL N &, BBICBIT2FY A MAAREARR LD 10%8 LD
FNWZ & &G AMRY, ZORRE, EHNZREE - I L, BEICARITH L WHHlR ST
WBDTIERND, 4L DNABEHTIOTHS. "

ERB TS EPRORLS L a—ThY, EOFHEEEOMRE, HEL THEX 20280
L72oTL D, ZOFiERNED <o T, 1980 4ERP S 1990 EARUTHITTOF—2 % b LT
SREBOR LR, ERIZOW TR U TDIZAM LR Tth 5 [RF 2002; dkt 2009]. His
FERREDBMA L, Rl & bICRGERE, vy XY VEREP A, TRPEREHREEY H
L, #RCd K& e 51 LT 23051%, Y HR—NOXULNT ATV T4 T4
EHUTEBEMIZHEC DD THS (A 2009]. LLRAS, AR CIREEREROEE,
F v ar ) RAORERED PICERERARD Z E1XLen. AREHIORLERERZEDO—
HETEH2H0D, ZNILHRHKEDI L, T —HICLPBERWRALTHD. BEOF
FEIRDLIZONTIE, R0V 2010 EDE L F ADFEEB D > L BFELW. Fhick b L, R
NOTEESENREFETH D, LFEARNIZEANATE > LB EEPE I Z->TEY, FHTHEAN
TN—=FRZDONTHRDE, 2000 4ETIX 23.9%7 > 72D DA% 2010 4£1T1% 32.6% 28N L T
5. ERFEBRICZSFEBORICE > THERHEESN TV DI =2 XY v OiEHE NI 45.1% 5
5 A47.7%ICEEIML TV, LA LHFEIZOWTAS &, 2000 4EICIEF S 3E 5357 -
T NA DS 30.7% W DIZxt L, 2010 4RI 19.2% 12 E T, 4RI TI1E, (R4ERIE T
BEESFENT TICRGEICED T S EEHAMD Z LB TE S, R~ X ) U ORHEZ
W, VIHR—NVOZERE TS o> LS HEERRIH L2 5%, HAFEORALIT A T,
BETIEEPEEOR THETHHEDRY, FHLVERTERWEERMX TS, LrLk
BRFEH, FHCEAGBICE b2 RBEEMO LTI, b b $HUTRESEE R0 E %
LHDTNEDTHY, ZORDICENDICITEDDNAD, HTFERFHETRWE K DR

14) F 4 Ta<IRPOENTIERL, RV F 7=y 7 THETX 22 OFETH D, ¥ HR—NVOHERE
1% 6-4-x T, 44EHPEHEE (h¥EK) 2%ELEOL GCEO” LAEZIG L TRY 77 = 7 IZEgEk
HFDH, 2ROV 22T - HL vV, BV RNTTARAR - A VAT AT a— b, HINEERERTRY 77
=y 7R L, BT 5. BA (F15) 2T 570IKE, SHICRPICERL R TERLRN. F7q
7 a3 O GAERE L bR TR Y, KFPOHM (%) BEE LI EMENb o0, T4 7
o< OESFIXZ TR N TR 5K HER T < 72 5.

KBS, BHEOTEAEE S MM DL #HEHT DY U HR—NVERLRFETD, FHNO—HPEX) 2 N7 L —
TR AL, ZORHAE AT R EOMEEZRZILTRY, HANRMBEICEEL TV, 2B
2012 42 ATy U H R — VIERLRZETIE, UEERICAN T8 ORERE 225132 &, @Eshi Lz
Z EHMTTH L S [The Straits Times, February 22, 2012].
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JEE D, RERVVEREE L L ZOHETH D, LALNTLES LW IRMBEENRT
[APSN

L ZATARTIE, ZHaRBI4E L THEBITIREDHITITHL, 4 A=Y OEHHE NS5
MERWDR, ZIUIFEEORITHENLSEENT S O TRV, BRI N2 KEITA
¥, 2o, R, HEIIHLEATHWS 00, BE—-FTHEVOSEBEREE D > TVD
D, THIFNRT F—< L ARBEIF R TR DMREFE L ko TE e, REDEEDHFO
ATEHLNCTDZENTERY, 22 CTREE [THAISNZT 7 A M & LToOES
W BBEL, Bk, 22, #%, 7ot LToRNEEZA, 7L THEGEMUND S
74 —=>A] [Ff§2002] LLTEHA2DDb, WELHEOME, BEIM:OME I M
L, HRMIREO HIZBNT, ZOLERHBIZROD, TOBREEERTLIZ L L
e, OeT b4 OLHRREEARTHE, ZOMMRT —Z KL, 8T THHEL
DR, A A=V OMHENIETH D, ZOBMEM T O, )4y MRV U HR—
MR BEEEMOMZE [Elliot 1964 (1955)] O TL®D UMLK & = OMME, Fv
CUHEAENED < D% [Chan M. 2006] O CIRHEiT 5, HALES L L CoOmBILEZD
HABE ZFEAR L0 A XL RVOBETHD [AXBIY] W5 EX T Thot., HEhiL
BT O ML BT 5174) LAHRMIRME & 2fEA T T2 ZBI%] 13, BlgL L TB%EMd
LITABAEEN TV D SO TRV, LELBRLZED A XBPIEHE, NAIGESNDS Z &idis
<&D, HBILMWITAOMT THE] LWOIBTIEARY L ALITIEIN TS, NA R EIL
RZ DIFFUTONTHEBERED 2V, HDVIEHENTHES T2 LTH SrE0#EN R ST X - Thb
HEHEE PRI L S X2 WVIRWOHR T, BILE WIS HORILTIE, LD OMMEHIE
Fo0, SHI—EQRHMHANTHRES NS 2ROBLEEh, ThICEEREZL N, T
KEEEGZ NS, AR TTARILIZINETRP o] EFVRBL, #HiLZbLD
FBRT D8 LWEILICOWTHGR T2 0TIt <, TNETORRICHES LADE THiIchH
ez, HiTECBL L LToOBILEZAL, ILRL T, & E2ERICHET ST
LoTERWHEDORT, BEEF—L2D L5, ERVABLTRTIK, BHL THHE
%, T TAZENG] OFETH DM, WEDFERIC, HRVRPEL, TITHK, HL
TV EEDR, ZEHOT7 14—V E /) —bOLBPOLHRZTELDOTHD.
1.2 AfoHM

ARZ, BE7HIELS, YU TR=—ATIHENTLRDNTHEIREIZONT, Z04
WHREMEL LS LTD5bDOTHD. AHEMTHIEOLLELHDB 7 F v b (AET
NR=1) OHHFEAR=RRE, $HDLEERMERICT Y VBRHEBIL, ZZTfigbidRE
i, TR T—HROALIZABENTNEIZ U X —FT A U AV N THHD. TNOLREDLH 7
Mz, DX IRREDOD &L THRDRTWSDH, FLTEIITE, EDX 5 RMENRH
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*FRREFRSENA
T, KEmEIEY
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K1 HBze) A=Y

BTV D,

PAAEREZRIMY T2 L, M1LITREM T 2D IERE, TELWVOIFEONLIL, %
NELDVESAA=VHPHIEVWITBTRLEDDOTHD., TNENOHERE, £ A—Y OHGH
PHBIERIENDIDDOTHY, KAEEZHAT, BI0MTHEEEL TS, REDE T, &
A BDDOSEHNEINCER L Tiibi s ny, &5 WIERBINEE 2045 23, 26 OFEEIEK
OHRTIET L —TmLT.

TEDD > & BRANZR LHERTHY, £ A=V OMEHOENICH D DIE, FIrRTH
5. oL, BB 7 AR, M & oRENEEICRS T, BREMECHEMS, ik
Ay, M R e & OFE LI EBEMITIZBRORWERNS, 752 - TV Y- 3
VO REDOHMTHRDPND bOT, MHEESEDORDDOT 4 F—RF—2r v 3 v &2k
5 LB OTIIEEE, ZLTHETIIZ S OBRE, REORAT—VEERTIDOTH
5. WERZDDD~OBMEZZNZNOMKBIC L > THRR DR, AfREates Iy - T
Vv T—v avigEOREERE, FESCEE, TA=vT7 8 REoBBRRRL, S
EESERADBBIMLTND, BHZEERA XY N TH D7 14 F— I HIBE S PR A R &
OHILERDOHE, EVRABEBROOBRBYNOEBMTEI DL, LELABIIE, Zh?

16) YV HR—NERBIID I Ty - TV T—Y 3 VORI, Ber TR, #eBlEicHkT 2/l Gkl
B b, Mgk T B (I_J%EE%) DA TR & L T4 Clan Association EIHEN S, Zhzaik
FiLTWB D05, Hrlindksgaba s asas The Singapore Federation Chinese Clan Associations Td» 5.
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MM & 72200 L hto il L UTEST 5T B K14k Da-shi-ye, ' % L CIRBLEA
T HENTNDZ ERLWN,

ENELEBITHHIVEDDA A=TOHLNE 72D DR, FMiZe & ORBEMER, HHOTRK
(WHEH), #55 Yew Keng ¥ REIZBE L TIiR S HKETH D, THKTIEZ, NAWHEAL (AT
IZRERGE L e A HICEET R D 2 L O TE D EILTH 2P E (BN OIL), WP
& (EEERTE, ERiaHE, BETIOMIL) &35 bivdh, Zo/ELIZERL, 2»>TiZ
BRI TN TOWIE T, ZOBBICR X TREZITZR 5 GE D HIUL, BRI O D O9l
B OBENFEOEEIC, BMELKELETSTELHRIBALNRDS. <L —L T TIHZ
OEOREDFEES, THIL VI R—NVIZHGOBLEE L b,

D200 BOREDHIZ, SEIERAA—VOHBENEIY, ESFBROTEIE
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