Rules Concerning the Conferral of Doctoral Degrees (Course)
(Approved by the Graduate School Council on July 13, 2000)
(Amended by the Graduate School Council on February 7, 2020)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In addition to stipulations in the General Regulations of Kyoto University, the Academic Degree Regulations of Kyoto University, and the Graduate School Regulations, the conferral of doctoral degrees (course) by the Kyoto University Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies (hereafter referred to as the "Graduate School") shall be as prescribed in these Rules.

Application Qualifications
1 After deliberation has been conducted by the Graduate School Council, students who are eligible to apply must have submitted a pre-doctoral thesis and passed the screening as well as (1) be currently enrolled in a doctoral program at the Graduate School, or (2) in the case of those students who completed the prescribed number of credits while enrolled in a doctoral program at the Graduate School for the prescribed number of years, be able to submit a doctoral dissertation within three years of withdrawal. 

Application Documents
2 Students applying to receive a degree must submit the following documents to the Dean via the Student Affairs Office after obtaining the consent of their supervisors. The number of copies below is for three examiners. If there is a fourth examiner or additional expert member, students shall submit additional copies of the items in (2) through (5) depending on the number of people.
(1) Request for Dissertation Screening (Form 1): 1 copy
(2) Dissertation
Main Thesis: 1 set, 4 bound copies and its electronic data file
References (optional): 5 copies per set
(3) List of Publications (Form 2): 5 copies
(4) Curriculum Vitae (Form 3): 6 copies
(5) Dissertation Abstract (Form 4): 4 copies
(6) Co-Author Consent Form (Form 5) [if part of the main thesis has already been published, or is forthcoming, with a co-author]: 1 copy
(7) Method of Publication of Doctoral Dissertation (Internet Publication): 1 copy and its electronic data file 
　Detailed rules for application documents are stipulated separately (Attachment 1).

Language
3 As a rule, the language used in a doctoral dissertation shall be Japanese or English. To use any other language, students must obtain the permission of all of their supervisors, notify the Dean by the prescribed date, and receive the approval of the Graduate School Council. This is only possible if there are three or more faculty members at the Graduate School who can review the thesis.

Screening Procedures
4 Dissertation screening procedures are stipulated separately in the Screening Guidelines (Attachment 2).

Examiners
5 Out of the aforementioned documents submitted to request dissertation screening, the Dean will submit the List of Publications and Dissertation Abstract to the Divisional Chairpersons Council. The Divisional Chairpersons Council will assign a primary examiner (as a rule, the main supervisor will serve as the primary examiner, but if he/she is unable to do so, another member of the Graduate School Council shall serve as primary examiner) and two or three assistant examiners. One or more faculty members who are not also supervisors will be included as a primary or assistant examiner.

Based on this, the Graduate School Council will determine who the examiners will be. If a faculty member from an institution outside of Kyoto University is to serve as an examiner, he or she must submit a curriculum vitae and list of research achievements if he or she did not attend this Graduate School. 
[1] The Dissertation Examination Committee can request expert opinions on the dissertation from expert members.
[2] The assignment and approval of expert members will be based on procedures used for examiners.
[3] Examiners and expert members will be referred to collectively as "examiners."

Oral Examination
6 The oral examination will consist of a Dissertation Examination Committee composed of examiners and a dissertation public defense seminar open to all faculty members of the Graduate School. As a rule, expert members delegated a portion of the dissertation review duties will also participate in the Dissertation Examination Committee. As a rule, the dissertation public defense seminar and oral examination will be held in both Japanese and English.

Convening the Graduate School Council to Determine the Conferral of Degrees
7 As a rule, decisions on the conferral of degrees will be made by the Graduate School Council within six months from receipt of the dissertation.

Storage
8 One copy each of the dissertation will be stored at the Dean's Office, the Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies Library, and the Center for Southeast Asian Studies Library. The PDF file of the dissertation is stored at the Student Affairs Office of the Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies. 



Attachments
■ Attachment 1: Detailed Rules for Application Documents

Dissertation Length
1 There is no set length for a dissertation, but the supervisor shall provide advice on this matter.

Dissertation Abstract Length
2 The length of the dissertation abstract must be approximately 2,000 characters (equivalent to 5 pages of 400-character manuscript paper) for Japanese or 800 words for English. The length in any other language should be equivalent to this. However, students must attach a Japanese abstract when writing in any language other than Japanese.

Dissertation Format
3 The format of the dissertation is as follows:
· Write horizontally on white A4 paper in portrait format;
· As a rule, use double-sided word processor printouts or a bound copy thereof;
· Set the left, right and top margins to at least 20 mm and the bottom margin to at least 30 mm, and print page numbers at the bottom center;
· Set line spacing to one or more lines and avoid using too many characters on each line;
· Use Form 6 for the cover page

■ Attachment 2: Dissertation Screening Guidelines
Dissertation screenings will be conducted according to the following procedures.

Notification of Usage of a Language Other than Japanese or English and Announcement of Application Deadline
1 Students applying to receive a degree who wish to write their dissertation in a language other than Japanese or English must obtain the permission of their supervisors and notify the Dean via the Student Affairs Office before submitting the dissertation.

Deliberation on and Notification of Approval to Use a Language Other than Japanese or English
2 When the aforementioned notification is received, the Graduate School Council will deliberate to determine whether approval should be granted therefor. The Dean will notify the applicant of the deliberation results.

Submission of Dissertation Title
3 Students applying to receive a degree must submit the title of the dissertation to the Dean at least one month before submitting the dissertation. [1] As a rule, the title cannot be changed once submitted, but if the title is to be changed for a justifiable reason, the applicant shall submit a request to change the doctoral dissertation title, together with a statement of reason for the change of the doctoral dissertation title completed by his/her supervisor, to the Dean before the submission deadline for requesting dissertation screening. [2] The Graduate School Council will deliberate to determine whether the request to change the doctoral dissertation title and the statement of reason for the change of the doctoral dissertation title should be approved, and the Dean will notify the applicant of the results of said deliberation. However, if the title change request is denied, the request for dissertation screening will not be accepted.

Application Procedures
4 Students applying to receive a degree must submit the prescribed documents to the Dean after obtaining the consent of their supervisors.

Selection of Examiners
5 Upon referral from the Dean, the Divisional Chairpersons Council will assign examiners and, if necessary, expert members (collectively referred to as "examiners"). Based on this, the Graduate School Council shall determine when the screening will begin and who the examiners will be.

Delegation of Screenings and Examinations to Examiners
6 The Dean will delegate screenings and examinations to examiners after a decision has been issued by the Graduate School Council.

Dissertation Examination Committee, Dissertation Defense Seminar, and Announcement of Dates for the Defense Seminar
7 A Dissertation Examination Committee will meet and a dissertation defense seminar will be held between the time when the dissertation is submitted and when the decision on degree conferral is issued by the Graduate School Council. The Dean will announce the date of the dissertation defense seminar in advance. The Dean will also initiate procedures for the public announcement of the dissertation.

Submission of Dissertation Abstract and Dissertation Screening Result Summaries
8 After the Dissertation Examination Committee meets and a dissertation defense seminar is held, the primary examiner will submit summaries of the examined dissertation and the dissertation screening results (approximately 1,500 characters each) to the Student Affairs Office at least two weeks before the Graduate School Council's meeting, where the approval of degree conferral will be deliberated on.

Conclusion of Examination
9 An examiner (as a rule, the primary examiner, but an assistant examiner can serve as a proxy if the Dean is notified in advance) will issue a report on the summaries of the dissertation, the dissertation screening results, and the way of internet publication to the Divisional Chairpersons Council, which will meet as a rule at least one week before the Graduate School Council's meeting, where the approval of degree conferral will be deliberated on. In doing this, the Divisional Chairpersons Council will confirm the conclusion of the examination.

Distribution of Dissertation Abstract and Dissertation Screening Result Summaries
10 Upon conclusion of the examination, the Student Affairs Office will distribute the summaries of the dissertation and the dissertation screening results to members of the Graduate School Council at least one week before the Graduate School Council's meeting, where the approval of degree conferral will be deliberated on.

Decision on Degree Conferral
11 Upon receiving confirmation that the examination conducted by the Divisional Chairpersons Council has been concluded, the Dean will submit the matter of the decision on degree conferral to the Graduate School Council for deliberation. An examiner (as a rule, the primary examiner, but an assistant examiner can serve as a proxy if the Dean is notified in advance) will explain the examination results and, on this basis, the Graduate School Council will issue a resolution on degree conferral.

Internet Publication
12 Upon receiving confirmation that the examination conducted by the Divisional Chairpersons Council has been concluded, the Dean will submit the way of internet publication to the Graduate School Council. The Council will issue a resolution on the way on the internet publication of the dissertation. 

Procedures in Accordance with the Academic Degree Regulations of Kyoto University
13 The Dean will issue a report to the President and initiate procedures for the storage of the dissertation.

Degrees Granted
14 Degrees will be conferred on the 23rd (or the weekday that follows immediately if the 23rd falls on a Saturday, Sunday, national holiday or school holiday) of each odd-numbered month (May, July, September, November, January and March). Notices regarding the conferral ceremonies will be issued in writing to students by the Education Promotion Department's Educational Planning Division.

Appendix (Forms):		Omitted
Supplementary Provisions:	Omitted
These rules shall take effect on April 1, 2020
