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Methodological Approach to the Study of Shakib Arslan:
Islamic Thought and the Arab World in the Interwar Period

Raja A. Apar*

This research note explores an innovative methodological approach to the study of
Shakib Arslan. Often perceived as a redoubtable anti-colonial activist, Arslan also earned a
place in the pantheon of Arab nationalism, and has recently been rediscovered as the central
figure of interwar Europe's transnational Islamic movements. This research seeks to inte-
grate these multiple fractionalized images of Arslan within an integrative approach. It begins
by placing Arslan within the context of a unified Islamic consciousness unconcerned with
national, regional and cultural frontiers. Although this vision of a united Islamic umma per-
meated Arslan's self-consciousness, the relationship between Arslan's Islamic revivalist
thought and his Arab nationalist thought has all too often been understood within the con-
text of the nationalist paradigm. Rather than understanding religion as one element of the
nationalist consciousness, this research proposes a three-vectored approach uniting Arab na-
tionalism, the Islamic Revival, and Westernization-modernization within a dynamically inte-
grated system of mutually interactive vectors. This tripartite system both analyzes Arslan's
thought along these three axes, and makes each strand of thought dependent on the two others.
Depending on time, place, and a multiplicity of factors in Arslan's existence, each intellectual
current evolves in dynamic relation with the other intellectual currents, resulting in a unique
symbiosis integrating elements of Arab nationalism, Westernization-modernization, and the
Islamic revival within a single world view.

1. VIVA S — V5O HE & BB DE

VXX —T - TARG=VIE, BRBIORRERTS o L bSERGER LS. KD
SENRBRILT 5 TREER, (R5—LERER, 7770, KERMERL LT

* RBARFERERT VT - 77U HHISHIZERZER,  Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto
University

300



TEN P F—T  TART— VRO L 5

BTN S. FRRE, TVAZ—VOFEEX<Z/Y T k77 0Hh), Blid—avR, 75
TER, SLIIIVEETAVIRETELTWS, Z0kd, SFEIEiHifon g,
T o T RIETHER), (AT AEREHIETINRICBNTTART—VIBEL, 22
KRR TANAZ =V BPEENTERDOTH S,

AT, TARAZ—BROZERAR, BXOMEORERICRSIEE 20 A0 ICER¢
1D ORHRPHEBIZOVT ORI 2T, ZTRETOWRIE, TARASF—VERKEED
XARICDOHBALBENIT TEIeTedd, A AT —AHROBEGLBENAE SRR LD O LiER-
TORY. TORER, TART—2F M RF—20F Y aF ) XA] EB2ER - EHR
&L TRBE LTS [Cleveland 1985]. LAL, ZhidAf A5 —ARETY 35 ALK
RES>THRLES LLTHWBRTERN, 4 AT —AHREEOMRICESZRED, 1R
S—hlFvaF ) AAOEROHERZEIETI LT, TARAT—VHRIIBIEOREI
LEMTDIILNBTERLEXS,

2. % F—7 « PIVAS— DR LB

V¥ F—T - THAVART—IE 1869 %, BEDL N/ VITEENE., LA VUiRIZES T
FA—XIROBMETHS. OEE, A~ HRE» SRS BIEY, $Hiztnk
DOHERHEICOTc o TS, BEEHDTNVRAT =L, RXA— k&I vDE#ERRE -
BREBSRICEI LA, CRENRFEERE L. 17ROKBICEI SFELHKRL, FhilEd#
N7 ETHROF LB OBEER T . 7T THRT EROBAF (FI—1 - TA=
Ry —2)] ELTHLNSFHLUTH S,

16 DK, TAAT—2IEANY< R - 7T R 70R8EZ . TARAS—V KT
N—RROIBEEDOFRHTH Y, PP THIEZA AV FEROBFICENL, FEM AN
EE L BERE Ule, 1914FIKITF A< VHIESKBRIGRBIN TS, Z0RBE CHRERR L
LTOF A= ki l, REERNER L EREORIUCH L TR L 2D .

FAR VR, TART =203 THEFE MV aAN] 88ERLDL LIV Y ~NBRER
o, ZORHOKRIIA A BOBEEPDILTRY, ELOXEE LR THE M akfiE
ERETIERAKBIH LT, YEOXEEZROIRELE, UL, REICFRACVH
BHEOERIZRDN TWoTe, XX AH R LML T S TEEHD, 7F 2V ADHMAIR
XoTHIEL, 777U bBItKbS. FOBDOTAAST—ESY— K - 1 ¥ —0%H%
BT I2FERDaRx—TOVINT - RLAFFREOBEBREIGER SRS, ZZizwn
oo T, WIIRMERMER, 75 TREKEFER, £LTA AT — A EREHEET B2
TH5.

1946 FEICRTDETOLER, THVAT—VIRAAL REE L. ZOM, 1930455 38

30I



TIT - TUYAHBHRE LS

FETIZ - FAy - 757 (La Nation Arabe) ] #%F47 L 7% [Arslan et al. 1988] (Rlik
DFEFZ, TH N [Adal 2001b] ZBMH). 1935 4EIFT—a v 8- ARY ALBEERL,
d—uy NEELOARRBIBES L, IHIKERBERE, HoEHmE L LEELE.
TOTHRLOBERTIE, YOV TIETOLTY - B y—K ((BEOR]), A=A DA
¥—Ah YEV—EHE, 177077 A VNVEEDL LHRERHE, BRI LTHER2FTok.
El—HTR, I—ayREHETIVY TR TORBEMERE, =7 bR
T — AEEERR, RAKDLARY AFEE L LBBREE .

SEREBR CHOTETNVAT =V, BIEMOEEL, 2,000 KL L0kE, =yt
A, METFRREEHELL, REE [RELARVATLLIIBEN LY, MhOERKEITE
RUTed] [Arslan 1965] TIIPEH L BAROEMILEHEL, £ 25— AERILGHERE L.

BRORTNAG =V R, A RAT7—A, 777, -y 03 20HRERTO,
RSS2 RE D Z OO BB AL RT3 L WS EEM AR - T D, BRIENT, S kit
FREBRITERIL U7 7 TREZBROMBATH Y, TR, 20MREHEDA ZF—4
BEL 70 ERUBOEREFE O BT TO Do k. W HERPLOT7H —=—, T
TRy 7, VE-IRXZA A5 —LEEERE, (1 RF—LE2VDIDEREZEA~LHEEL LS
ETBRATHDIN, TVATGT— DA AR5 —ARBERILER D £ 70 Z OOk LIBT3 2
EBRTELS., BREREKRTOT 7 TREEZE TP ELTD, TARS—V BT S
TREEBOBHICRIC LRI 2 THS. RAEOEP L TNAT — OBREERT
5T L%, BT TREEERTILELLIE, FORORBEREIETS5 2 ThA
EhalEER oL Bbhs.

3. TR OMER

TOTHRTETNRAT — VMR U ESRPLHREIRNESE T, #HicBlT54< oER
HIVEMDSE S TS [Dahin 1960; Sharabasi 1978; Shaya 1982]. LAL, ZhbIdBkdEAs
B TOEMPE TR, TART—VEERTIENEHEDFET DR, £hdidnd
NOTNAS—VEEEHSEE LD DTIEARY [Merad 1967; Halstead 1967; Khoury
19871.

KBEVRT VAT — VIR E L TRRTIY EIF 208 [4 25 —AdEE— +F—7 -
TNVAG—V A RAT5—5F L at ) RADIIE] ThH3 [Cleveland 1985]. BEIELLTzA
AT —LBEEOMEL LT, J V=TSV RRTAVRASG—VEBIRART—AERZELLT
T 525, FOWMREIL 2 OOFERIZMESAEZEATNS.

128k, BHEPLNRT e—F, D2FVF VT2 ) XAAOMETHD. [R5 —2%
V] LVWSEEOTT, 70 —75Y KRTARS — L QR RMES % K FsE & L CHAg

302



TEN Ve F—T « TIVAT—HROMER L BB

LTWwWs. Lpl, TAVRS— Ko Tk, 1 RAT—AEE, 75 7REXS, REREME
BRERLBLHBRTH o, FNERRT, THVAT— T —u v R BONERERE-T
BY, BIULIXVIZEENCH L TEROSERL TV, FAOREEMBUIR I L2k
DHLERE, RROLARY A, 75 TN EZRLUCHIRERBIBRICL > T, KBRS
VAREERFEL, I—uy SOEE - BRICEBEL TWATNVAS - VIREERREATH- T2,
L7ehoT, 72V =75 FO L5 CRERMESE L KEHEEF—HET 2 OIXREOBMILT
»3.

WL, 7V—=T5 FEATNATG— OEELBEEZBERNICHEEEL TRWS, BRs
W OFEICRHAR L —BEERNTND, 7V —T 53V FOIAL RS —ANRT Y at ) XAa)
LWHF—Ei, TAVART— v OEFAFERREART—LOEFRBICRESES, LirL, #
WiEA A7 — AR OBEFEEOHEBEEZBIEL TWB0O TR, BEPLOFY 3 F ) XA
WPDDOEETHS. FERIZ, THART—VOEMRLRIZONTD, T aF ) XAOE A
LEFELZTWA, Z0HOEN [Havemann 1987-88; Kramer 1996] 725, WFhd 7
Y—T5 2 ROEHRIEBLTHEZ DD, 72V —T75V NORESRERETIZLIZE
EHTHD5. AEOBE, WHBZOZY TV - RVYHFRIZBNT, TARAT—iE$ <
DOFEPREINTHNS [IUA 1999]. TARFG—2 BT HEELEET S H0TIIEN
2, HOPA AT —ANEBZILEL A AT — A RO ARICAEM T TS EXE i S
5.

4. TIVAT— RN OEE

4.1 7IVA T — UBIFED = DSR2
W) AR5 — AfRO—Hb:

FR2 VKBS, EAOERMEREIC X > CThRIZEBEZ~ 22 Ehiz. Zhick
HTBIAFPL, YUT - LA OBNGEEBRRAITONICRIZ, TVARS—2EZED
REFEEDOVEL YV THoTe. UBE, TITH—2RDZ7 5 TREZBISBENEZHERSETH
<H, TARZ—VIIZEOREFNREBE - EHRE L TCoREEZRZL T E,

THAARG—OR-EERL, TA<VH - HBER - 75 TREEBICELNoTNHS
2, WOBHELER [To< (M AT—LERE) ] LOSHALSH-NICEFTES. 7
NATG =V IRZEOFEEIZBNT, TARY AL OEFAEETEL [Arslan 19651, FieAf A5 —
ADBURIZONWTEL KBTS [Arslan 1971], #0HEE 5 - Fo Ay - 7571 i
ZOEAI T757) Lns ZeFEHSTNBR, ZORRITIEL A AT — A HIREOFERE
B30 THS [Arslan ez al. 1988]. BT 7 THROARY AITOVWTARE2BILERD
RITET VAT =1, VaR—7T IRMALARY AL ZBEL, SHIITHERKRALARY A

303



TUT - T7Y AR E15

T DR L BLDER DD IS BN, TRV, ETSTHR, TITHRE, 7
NWAG=VEA AT — LA URBROBATLLXTVWEENWZ LS. ZOL A5 — A HERR
OHRBEEEHTDIZ X, TVAT—CWRICE>TEETHS.

LARY ABFOLRGERIZ, HRFOLRY LB U <ERERIEUOITS. HilgtE
ATEFABEERTHLET, THEIAXHBIEATHY, BREZBEICERTHIHET,
VATV arNEETHD, ERRBEOEEBILERTHE AT, WENRERL VLS.
ZDOERT, TIVRAZ— v OBPHFHITEA A5 —AMMRTHY, HOBRBONLRIZY <&
EThole. F—REFRBOKER, THAT—VRBAIRARVHOEEETH Ty T
N Ryp bbb i_AVY VGBI TS, =T ol - R vid, 2OBTRTIT
CBNTYEEL OBWTHIET 525, TOZ LA AT —ARRLEEEBRERRE LT,
MOTEHEAREL 725 A 1999]. H—REFRKBORH TI—RFBETITART—
DIEFCLRILBIEE D, (AT —AtROIEER»OE LT, HELFELRNVER
BLLTHBTEZES5.

T2 s NPT 122 FERMRUED, TARS— ZEBRSZEET, ARV AD
HFRAGEBRELA LT TR, AR —LHROIETIELMIET, FOLFAEEROR
LICEBR L. ZRETOWEDL X, TARAG— VAR NS ESHcREL, 204
WPDBEOFREZIBL LS L Le, ZOXSRBRERNRT Tu—F13, TART—UR
LRROMRICEZ T RENREEBOREER TS, L1L, TAVRS—U B X5 —LHRO
SEIERMIBOANA OMRBUITHEEL 522 LIX, BOXRY NU—2 O5H»HOHS
TH5 [Adal 2001al.

(2) Y ar) XA LEZHOBRK

ART—LMRO—GhEFRTIEHRE 77 TREFH L OBREHLBRNIC, Fat
Y ZRLFMOBREND & D XTRE, DEVFHENRT Y a7 XAHmENS T u—F DD
FIRERICOWTHEELEN. A AT —AHRIZBNTIE, F¥at ) XL EZEoBRI,
BEHOHEG LIZRR> TS, ZOAEEBLRNE, TIAT—2ONTORHFERHEED
WETHD. 7V —TF0 RO T4 RAT—20PE] TiX, FRICHTE T aF 1) Xahd
DT Ta—FPANLNTEY, 2IICHERNZBERSEEL TN, iz ) -7
ROHZRET, T aF ) AARPBFEADT Fu—FiiE RENB HFEHRIFETH 3.

POTOFY 35 ) RARFETIE, HBEREIHRE T3, MRERNREEIRFSH
5T W Lipole. BoETiE, RBEEEZERLLT, HRERIHECNTE T F7—F L
LT MZEN T 2+ ) XAl L0 BAPRRESh TN,

Ty TN 7 =)V 20 R ORBEBITHIET 5 2 Y AAHEHEL X
5L7%. WMBPEBICTEITUH =YD}y aF Y XAHTIE, ERBRERA S 3 VITER

304



TEN Vv F—T - TLRF—VHIRORHR L HEE

# (limited) & FHEME (sovereignty) ZFeD& 32 [Anderson 1991]. 77> - Fh+ 7 =—
NVOFREWF L aF ) RAWMTIE, RA Y a3 OFEEME (terrtoriality) & Z#8 OB M
(transnationality), HEFEEBRLERE, L THBROBB LKL OERR Y, FHo (S8 &
FaF Y RAD S BPREETICEEL 55 L35 [Van der Veer 1994]. BUEBRIAR A
Y ary OO, T3 at ) ALBHLWEFEEANDILOTHY, FHDEZOVL
DV IDBENSITWBEEN, LErLINTIRT YV at ) RAROBAICEREBATSICT
ERWVWThHE5,

BRAL O TEEERF > THIHEREL, ThAKOHRE, BosH - SUERRERRSE
WEFSTHHD0THY, TNOFHRBOBREY, ARNRTFT Y 3t U XAOBHMARIZENT
AELENDDOLEFA—RTDILiTiE, RERMERDD. TART—0b, ZOLORE
RIZBNWTFH Y aF ) Xa2HRKLELITTERL, HOBREA RS —ANEZEORNS
YatY AL, BOLBA ARG —ANRILEERE LY at ) XA UTHRAT 01
KIEWRRY., A AT —AIZBWTIE, T a3t RALFH, HDEINITEVIELBIEEREE,
B ROBRSERELIZRR>TWS, EFAE LTHENRT Y a7 ) XaRRHEEL, %
DBEEL L TRENEREZEWRT 5T TEA+5TH 5.

4.2 7IVA T — U HRDF - I R

TNVAS—vORBERANICEDL XD, T at ) XAHROERE L TOREEE)
Y aF U RARTIERL, HROEHAMAOBBSLEL Sh5, FELk T4 25—t
Ro—FHE) LW BRITEOVOLOTH B, HOBBICIIA RT—L2UNOBBRERLE
HELTWBYD, FOMTIIEF I RRBRLEE Sh3.,

TVATG—vOBBITERIZEZRTHY, (AT -2BH, 77 7RKEER, REoPE
[Arslan 19331, EAUEER [Arslin 19651 Z&ATWS. ETHRIZZOLHEZHHEICIEX
BZLiRBLTEY, BANRRILSEMMLRREBETNVRT—VIZRTHS. HBVE,
THVAZ = ORBO—ROAERFAL, REEHRLT I TREEESE, DL AT—A
BREBE LHZLTND, TOX5RERLL, 75 7TREIREE L A A5 —AXREE
DI P S RAIL, BREWBRTNAS — BB DIIE, TR7 MUVt 8
FHchdLEXS.

ZoWa%E, MITd A< HHEOHREROEIESRE L TIRHL TS, BT,
RirES, A A7 —LHE, 25 CRKERL - ERIELWS 300 TRZ h ) ZAVTNS
Mz 1994]. X7 baid THAMZR- ] 2HETEZOMATH I, THBHRZES,
T2 MAPHELEST, EFERIMFLELTRADZILTHHY 55 THAS. 20
BATH, 7 MOHMBIZRHT 2451, —RELELTRLZ 200EEAKR S5
ELTH, BHECHOBNBEETESIXTTHS] &35 UMz 19%4:11]. ZOk5icE

305



TOT - T7VNHBHREELE

25k, BRROEDZEMICERILT 2 Z LR AHATREL RS, R A OFREEE Z
DADKES (HBMIERE L LTREND), ThbbZORBOBENN, WHiCHE
WHEEEEZH>TNBPEREZLIETES,

THNAZ—vOBRIZ, Zhb 3207 "MABEETIDIRHLRLTHD., TAART—Y
DHFE, 3OO MABENTIRO N &> T, £07%k), B - #id - esic
Lo TEETERS MPBRRRSTEEDOTHD. FLT, FRIZE>TTARS— 2 DB
MHIFORESEBRDEDDLRSTE., LAL, TARS—VOEME b - L RN EBEbR
BRI MNVDORITRILT BDITRY TH 5.

TNVART—» OEPNTCRR, £ LU THISNRCIRIC L > T, 32027 M OHEBRIZ
EBETS. TARVEHRROTARS—Vid, 7 TREXRZERL TV Rhok. Lk
L, FAVERERICL, TITREEBPREERRS MDD 12, RRot, FOTI5THR
BERIZLTD, A AT —ABEELER - EARILER L EEMNTZ5 2T, BR eI
X BB EHENITIET 2BRERDD. 0L TRZ MABH] E->TZ#, TALA
FS—VOBBEERICD, TRRESODLOVBRENRMBEREXDNDZLILRDEESS.

5. 08 &

AT, [RI7MAGH] CEoTTNRT—V ORBEBAL TN Z L OEEL Y%
U, ZOGMICELT, FiRERDIVWOPORMBEZH L. FATVEREROTHRIIER
BRI ShTWeds, TAAT—VIXEREZCHIBOBAN BT, #H—Ltf A5 —A
HROKFAFERERFA L. AR) AOHFEGKEH, ThRbLY U <EBRER>TWET L
ARTG=VETTu—FTBIiL, M AF—AHRO—EM] LWSBEAPEEELRS, 201
ORI ARY AD N TV APy a P ARRy NI —ZILGERERERICE > THIF S h,
HBRLIELEZLNTHDN, TNVAT—OEMLBEHIIFE L L ERERROEEICE
MLEDOTHS.

TR = DEBEBFETH O, ThEA AT —AHRBEOBE OMAICAERN
FELEPHS. TNAT—BRICBITZRROMEL, (A5—ABHLREXHREED
HETHD., TVAT—VEBROWEL, A RA5—LBREREERERAL NS, 200 H
WeRETIREEHORAICEERRTIDOTHIZLEHRTAL T, FEOKERE LW,

Z2 B x ®

Adal, Raja. 2001a. Constructing Transnational Islam: The East-West Network of Shakib Arslan. Tn Stéphane Dudoignon,
Hisao Komatsu and Yasushi Kosugi, eds., Intellectuals in Islam in the 20th Century: Situations, Discourses, Strategies.
London: Curzon, forthcoming,

- 2001b. Index of La Nation Arabe. Tokyo: Islamic Area Studies Project, forthcoming.

306



TEN Ve F—T - TARS—VEIRORHR & HEE

Anderson, Benedict. 1991. Imagined Communities. London : Verso.

Arslan, Shakib. 1933. Tarikh ghazawat al-‘arab fi faransa wa-siwisrd wa-italiyd wa jazd’ir al-babr al-mutawassit.
Cairo: Matba‘a “isa al-bab al-halabi.

. 1965. Li mddhd ta’akbkbara al-muslimin wa li madha taqaddama ghayrubum. Beirut: Dar maktaba bi
al-hayat.
. 1971. Hédir al * dlam al-islami. n.p.: Dar al-fikr.

Arslan, Emir Chékib; Ihsan Bey el-Djabri, eds. 1988. La Nation Arabe. Farnham Common, England: Archive Editions.

Cleveland, William. 1985. Islam Against the West: Shakib Arslan and the Campaign for Islamic Nationalism. Austin:
University of Texas.

Dahan, Sami. 1960. Al-amir shakib arslin: Haydtubu wa-athirubu. Cairo: Dar al-ma‘arif.

Halstead, John. 1967. Rebirth of a Nation: The Origins and Rise of Moroccan Nationalism, 1912-1944. Cambridge
MA: Harvard University Press.

Havemann, Axel. 1987-88. Between Ottoman loyalty and Arab 'independence’: Muhammad Kurd ‘Ali, Girgi Zaydan,
and Sakib Arslan, Quaderni di Studi Arabi 5-6; 347-356.

Khoury, Philip. 1987. Syria and the French Mandate: The Politics of Arab Nationalism 1920-1945. London: 1.B. Tauris.

INE #1994, TBRFERE A RS —ABuR] BfiE.

Kramer, Martin. 1996. The Arab Nation of Shakib Arslan. In Martin Kramer, Arab Awakening and Islamic Revival:
The Politics of Ideas in the Middle East. New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, pp. 103-110.

Merad, AL. 1967. Le réformisme musulman en Algérie de 1925 4 1940: Essai d'histoire religieuse et sociale. Paris:
Mouton & Co.

Sharabasi, Ahmad. 1978. Shakib Arslan: Da‘iya al-‘uriba wa al-islim. Beirut: Dar al-jil.

Shayya, Mubammad Shafiq. 1982. Shakib arslin: Muqaddimat al-fikr al-siydsi. Beirut: Ma‘had al-inm3’ al-
‘arabi. )

Van der Veer, Peter. 1994. Religious Nationalism: Hindus and Muslims in India. Berkeley: University of California Press.

IHNBZ. 1999. [MB LAl oltB—xr Tzl - RUr—HhELLHRT VT ~] EHEEE.

307



