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The Subaltern Public Sphere and the Hindu Nationalist Movement: 

The Case of the Activities of Sewa Bharati in a Slum Area 

of New Delhi, India

NAKAJIMA Takeshi*

The Hindu nationalist movement has been gaining momentum since the 1980s.  Led by 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the Hindu nationalist movement has produced 
various related organizations, such as the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP).  These organizations, known generically as Sangh Pariwar, have great 
infl uence in contemporary India.  The BJP is presently the governing party, and the prime 
minister, A. B. Vajpayee, was a member of the RSS.

This paper discusses the activities of Sewa Bharti, another Sangh Pariwar organization, 
in a slum area of New Delhi.  Earlier studies have portrayed the Hindu nationalist movement 
phenomenon of the upper and middle classes.  My research shows that this movement also 
quickly spread among the lower social strata.  This paper shows the process by which the 
Hindu nationalist movement spread among the lower social strata.
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