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Water in Asia and Africa

Foreword

    Problems involving water are both global and, at the same time, specifi c to particular areas.  For 

example, in considering water circulation on a global scale and its impact on climate, it is necessary 

to examine such water-related problems as fl ooding, drought and the destruction of  ecosystems at the 

global level.  On the other hand, problems related to, for example, water pollution, management of  water 

for agriculture, or freshwater fi shery must be analyzed in relation to the specifi c ecology, society or 

history of  the region in question.  Underlying the choice of  “water” as the theme for this volume was 

the perception that various problems involving water could be grasped as occurring at the interface 

between the global and the local.

    We are endeavoring to develop a comprehensive form of  area studies; and at Kyoto University, one 

important guiding principle of  research has historically been to underpin an interdisciplinary approach 

with an understanding of  an area’s ecology and environment.  The theme of  this volume was chosen for 

its suitability to express clearly our continued commitment to this stance.

    In the following articles, Uchida and Ando examine how Bangladeshi peasants have lived with 

fl ooding and what measures the government has taken, then discuss the feasibility of  water resource 

management with the participation of  local residents.  Mizuno and Yamagata show how, in contrast, the 

areas of  sand dunes are expanding in Namibia with the progress of  desertifi cation, and point out how 

changes in vegetation are seriously affecting people’s lives in the area.  Iwata and his coworkers describe 

the habitats of  fi shes inhabiting the Mekong River in southern Laos and the fi shing activities of  local 

residents, and discuss the impact upon them of  irrigation works and dam construction.  Momose 

examines how people in the rice-terrace zone of  Yunnan province, southwest China, responded when 

the forests that supplied water to their fi elds were felled to provide fuel for iron smelting.  He further 

discusses the process of  forest conservation and regeneration in terms of  the Tragedy of  Commons 

Theory.  Kondo examines the indigenous farming methods employed in the wet valleys of  Tanzania 

from the viewpoint of  agricultural science, at the same time positioning historical changes in farming 

methods within the context of  changes in the socio-economic environment.

    Each of  these papers deals with a different subject and a different area.  Together, although they 

cannot be said to show the full picture of  area studies related to the present theme of  “water,” they can 

be considered to achieve the objective of  providing in concrete terms an indication of  the extent of  the 

problems related to “water:” fl ooding and desertifi cation, rural development, freshwater fi shery, wetland 

agriculture, and the conservation of  forest ecosystems.
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