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Vegetational Succession and Plant Utilization in Relation to
Environmental Change along the Kuiseb River
in the Namib Desert

Mizuno Kazuharu* and Yamacara Kotaro**

The purpose of this research is to clarify the relationship between environmental change
and vegetational succession along the Kuiseb River of the Namib Desert.

Sand dunes are thought to have encroached into the Kuiseb Valley several hundred years
ago, because it is estimated that tall trees such as Acacia erioloba and Faidherbia (Acacia)
albida died 300-400 years ago. The sand dunes are now covered by bush of Salvadora persica.
Although nara (Acanthosicyos horridus) is an important plant in the Namib Desert, it has
recently died out in the lower Kuiseb River due to environmental change. Such plants as
Acacia erioloba, Faidherbia albida, and Acanthosicyos horridus are very important for the local
people (Topnaar) as food and shade-trees for both humans and livestock. The succession of
vegetation governed by the environmental change significantly affects the life of people in the
area along the Kuiseb River, because the environmental conditions are harsh and plants are
poor there.
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h7 v 7 COBMT— 2L, F¥H 0023 COEAETRIEEFR LTS LS [Ministry
of Environment and Tourism, Republic of Namibia 2002]. 1915 4E2>5 1997 4EIZ 7 THFIE T
21 IZbhb e 2 RS TOFEEMKREIX 272mm TH DA, 1981 4025 1996 4ED 16 FERITZ 0
FHEERBZ TcDITb TR 2EORTH o, JR ERIIEREROWNE S 2HTOT,
ABKENBF LT TH->TH, REGETITZRIEIETETEL 2R TFHIEND.
FIETIIEWL DO BIIBHENTHDEH, ZDIEE A EIZENRIRERN OB O RFEKEH S
N5HDT, KMRHEKED D DI1F, FMIREEMEZRNS AL 2 D) & LR E ST 23R
N7 xRN, AN, 7T F—=) =% T4 —F a~NKKk, Fr_XVNOKRTHS.
HERDEE & b A O R A TN D 7 A 2 TNITIE, ZORBKED, ERIEOFERKE 200mm
PHWFEIRO 20mm LLUNICE THI 20, MRRIFIF L A SHEIE TEEES, &b TH
IROENBIZRINSND. ZOTew, W - NREIIZEBEITHRARR L, TTEOBKIIZD
HRFABEEND. ZD7 A TNFIHIZIE, JIBWIZEMH L TSRO REMER L BN
5. BHROREOHFIZ, BICL-TEESETHD. KL TIE, 74 7)IFHEBETHE
IS NDBARICER Lic, b S &SI EOILRPBEL, PO TEMKE Tho e Z
Ah, MWEIZIVAEFN TN, BDEALLEEOBR L WOSEIRBEZALNCTI L ELIL, £
NOERITH BT 5.

2. A OBEBL &SIk

2.1 R OsB

FITWENL, FIETOWERITEAY, KREHEIKTLTWS. F I TREPER S L4
RiFiZo &0 L, A< & bid 8000 H4ERMIZRzED B P oM EZE/L L Tk L
EZBNTNWD [Seely 1992]. 7 I TRMEITERAKRED 50mm 1272, HEHIE ERKED
Mial, WEEIZRD > TRIKEZREL <25, F I ET7 ORI, ROBEEERSRE, Z
NRRRETRND R, N7 THROMKENEIGEY, BAEO TN Cm&cEE L L
T, KROWEEEZDL > TWb. ZOWERENBKKOBELEZ KD S8, WRIRICHEZ K
SHTND [KEF 2002].

AL S A 2 TNRBICAIET 2 ARy TRETiibnke (K1, EE 1. SRy 7
TiE, FFEENEITD T 27Tmm THDH (K 2), HICXD5MKET 31mm DiEs (X
3, ¥ 2) [Lancaster et al 1984]. ®A¥AE T 2 ZE 1TEEP S+ km NI S M, &
& 300-600m TikbHET D, F I THEITMEEN DRA ICHKREEN ERDDT, WEIPD
40km < SWVWHNBEDOEFIBR D BEVREELLEIEILRS, 20D, 0Ty DFEKEKE
BbE . £, 74— N7 x—F— (NN F) WD LS ITIRIEBEKEEET D%
BRI L, BAKMEKBPEND, WEOHTHMAAER Lz, £ LR 2Bk
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Fig. 1. Study area
P1, P7: Soil profile (Fig. 4 and 5)

BHE1 FITWE, INNY THRIOBREEZ (2T
Photo 1. Sand dune and Kuiseb River near Gobabeb
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Fig. 2. Mean annual rainfall in the central
Namib plotted against distance from
coast [Lancaster et al. 1984]
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Fig. 3. Mean annual fog-water precipitation
in the central Namib plotted against

distance from coast [Lancaster ef al. 1984]
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BH 2 ONNy FICHET 2%
Photo 2. Fog in the morning at Gobabeb

B, ARy TIBWT, BKkE2DL L THEOREITETLEH 37 HTH Y (1976-81 4F), Z
DFEDFENT I TWEOERIMIT & > TEBERKMMEEG L 725 [Lancaster ef al. 1984].
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PLDOBEIIZ, T ORKIE HRD T,

+35/k43i%, Campbell Scientific #:8 D NA K« &2 21 BADH CHREAKRZNE L
o, MC (ittkERsE) FARMEIZ, USA 7u ) ZOR=27F )5 ¢ 74T LTz, &l
BROY TN 3 & 41X, KD N7 O ZH0 6 Acacia erioloba H> Faidherbia (Acacia) albida &
EZ b, BIAROHI L TZAEREZAD IO ITHILAR DR DB (—FRARITHEE L 7o)
PERRIEAIRIR L2, 28, "C OERIZMHIE “C 4 (Conventional "'C age) 25RL TH
.

3. HHAERREER

3.1 RBIZAL EWAEER

41%, bt MRVWOHBHEK TS S, ZoMBHEmL Y, Koo sE T,
0m L&, # 2m BE QX 10m YL EIEHIERHI L THWD 2 E3brd, Theh, &E
Om OB Feifi KA B Fe, W% 2m 2 P AL B e, i 10m DL ko 2@ Bm e Lz,

PR O WK ITIE N7 ) — BRI TWe (BHE 3). s ) — N, +
Bath oKD OFEFIT X 0 REET N2 7 I CaCO, ERE L TR S W R # TH D, ZoFh
N7 Y —MEZONTIE, “C OFERHFIEIZE Y, 5300+60 4F BP 8 X U 674050 45 BP &9
FERMERE S (Sample number 1, 2, #&1). ZDIZ &H 5, 5000-7000 FR/TIZIX A7 B FiX
POTORKTH - T, M FKELELS, BEBRICE > THIFAR ERL, 2 SERE
TAHRZELEWRLESTHAIZ ) = BRI NTZENTFREINDS, £, TIBRPDOTOMKEK
Tholdtile LT, fHEOHMEIZE mm 68 cm OHBERALND. 77V I TiEHi MR

BEH 3 PR LEDOAIIVZYU—| (CaCO,)
Photo 3. Calcrete (CaCQ;) in the middle terrace
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Calcrete (CaCO3)
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P1-P7 : tigEdrim (X 5)
Fig. 4. Topographic profile and vegetation along transect (Fig. 1)
P1-P7: Soil profile (Fig. 5)
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EEPUFRLIERT I DRI DMRME AL (9000-8000 4FHi) & 0wl (7000-5000 4Rl XA
T, YT ORESETREOWNHBKEY, WEIIE PNV FRRT Yy TOfRTEHDN, 4
T B2 5 TOBIEIINT DD S KBTI, BEOBEAFIZLF ¥ Nl Z1Z U % < DR
IERLIZEEZLNTWS [FIF 1992]. Lo T, ZoALEEIE5erit rhifioo XKig i
(7000-5000 4FH1) (ZiFH FAKTIAE <, —RERJIITH > T iREEBSE Z b b.

BRI W OARAT B BT ORI X, HR/KAEASE S 13m &<, Acacia erioloba R0
Faidherbia (Acacia) albida, Tamarix usneoide, Euclea pseudebenus 78 & DEARNP SR> TN 5.

FIROTER DR IT, AL & AR OBERITAIE T 5. IO FEE & T2k < FEPEE
X > THRATL 2125, FIIROERITHAT M I Lo TEH b, BORBOIK
ZE-T, BUERS 10m < SVWORENRTERLEEbIS (BE 4. 20 Lid, I
FE o TWVBSRARDOHRT FOHSR 10m A< IZDDIEDZ L OHETES., IRy TH
AT, BoBETI—ILRT T, ZOBEHEEIT 30-180cm/ HF Lk I N TS [Ward

FH 4 14TV OMKETED S NAERB EBICHENTWS T HT TH

Photo 4. Flying sand interrupted by trees along the Kuiseb River and Acacia trees covered with sand

£1 YUTNDMC ERM GRIEAR)

Table 1. '*C dates of samples (conventional *‘C age)

Sample number Material C data (yr BP) 8 C (permil) Laboratory code number (Beta-)
1 Carbonate 530060 —6.2 164939
2 Carbonate 674050 —7.2 176921
3 Wood 30060 —238 165889
4 Wood 550 %50 —239 165888
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HHS5 WEOHEKRKICEKSTHRLET BT 7H
Photo 5. Growth of sand dune and dead tree of Acacia

and Brunn 1985].

T 51T (Acacia erioloba, Faidherbia (Acacia) albida) DAL, HEREL T IMITHLE - THE
HLTWote (BHES5). ZOTHY T LIERIE C OFERBIE XY 300+60 4 BP @
HOELHBH L (Sample number 3, & 1). 400 FHTHICREDOFERBIEE T & E X HNLD.
PMTHEE B IZONBIARDHFE L T o BT O W TIRHBI L TOHARWA, e & 2, Z2hh
BORIZHT T 2BBEMIEED L THIE L2 Z B E X O5ND. HEIWIE, HBMENDL DR
DOPIEPRRITEP R ZoTeDPb Ly, ZOAIZONTIISHOMEL Lz,

BEW 28 5 Y VN RS (Salvadora persica) DEF L TWBDIEF 2> ThD &, Hifiz
POTOBEBRRELETOVTTND (FE 6, 7). TOILPOYANRIITIITELNRES
bHICELFICHEZDIXLTEBL TN THD ZLPbry, SHICHEREES 7y v a
TRATL D EXrvF L, WEEEASIETHD I LRTRINS.

7 A2 TNFIBTANAIZ L o CTHERFEWITTZ (Acanthosicyos horridus) 7238 5 B3,
Ml TIHEAL S PRI OB il BIZ TS0 7y v aBZEH I /NS~y KN (BE 1-3m, &
10m ) BEMELTWD (FES). FZIRES 15m M EIZbiREDIXT OB RE L Wb,
ZOHY OHFAMAES 15m < HWRDT, ZIZOF FIEH Rk HAKSERILL TH
&EZLND,

T2 D L, HMHESICETENEE>TNT, FI7OBICME V225, #ick
FHICHERLTE I L2 s hrnibEd (BH9). ZoF I3, KiEE—PAER R EIZiZs
T B0, @ELCWE RIS mL Ty, 2k, Rk OBERTHAS. L
Do T, PIANKIPES> TWBWEOFFICOE PO TET IR L TN Z EBEZ BN

%Iiél
ot

™
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FH6 WREEIVINFSIOTya

Photo 6. Bush of Salvadora persica covering sand dune

HBHET7 YIVNETOEFHO - EME
Photo 7. Soil profile of plot covered by Salvadora persica

B05, WIOIKE & HITHFA? D OKRDOEFEANEEICRY, FZI3HEL THo e Z &3
FHIND.

Fle, PAEREmICE, MLESR=T Yy RA 2 DT, 1 DIEFBIET T BB > THD A,
b9 12ITiE, BRITHE LT > TR UIRETHE L, ZORR BRI m LT
W5, PRLE EHANAIR T d - RO W, 7T > THOBMKR L V% EBFLT
W DR, FOBROWRILIZE > T, M LLEELOND., ZOMELET I TIEHC 4
RIEIZE Y 55050 4 BP Db D TH o7 (Sample number 4, % 1). 600 FERTT A E TIXTH
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HEHS8 F5OTvia

Photo 8. Bush of nara (Acanthosicyos horridus)

H5H9 FIOAEFHO BN
Photo 9. Soil profile of plot covered by nara (Acanthosicyos horridus)

VTG LEFL TR T > el fetknd 5.
O ITHRIR D S EEN T ARN B i, fEREZEDS, A KB Stipagrostis sabulicola 0% W MEE
&K D Trianthema hereroensis 75 & FFEMNIA < MAEL, Stipagrostis sabulicola 13#1ZK T 1-10cm
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P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7
Acacia erioloba, Nicotiana glauca,
Acacia erioloba Acanthosicyos ~ Salvadora  Faidherbia Euclea Forest
L Bare ground horridus persica  albida etc.  pseudebenus etc. L
- \/>
O [ess s = 5 28 da.Br.
" lbrreBe| 2 .| olye. (kg brBr gl “hoyR3/4
v 2 |ISYRS/8]L 2| SYR6/3 | YR|:§- g
T I Al 58T
. -:'.- o] .- '. 3%
‘ }7_8% e du.ye.Br.
S0 Fi7i fbrreBr CcH10YR
A -‘-&l,‘}SYR5/6 s
v 40 10-13% - ke AR
L brre.Br okt 5-11% (b ke
I | syrs/s ' '
IOOL 7-8% da.Br.
10YR3/4
Litter Sandy Loam Roots 12-14%
12-28% :
Sand  [*.2] Humus 77 Calerete (CaCOy)  [#2) 27-35% Loam

Br.: brown br.Br.: bright brown brre.Br.: bright reddish brown

da.Br.: dark brown du.ye.Br.: dull yellowish brown  olye.: olive yellow

3%: water content by volume 5YRS5/8: Soil color

K5 HH#HEHE (K418 07E) BT 5 1 EEimx
Fig. 5. Soil profile of plots shown in Fig. 4

WCAKFIRS FE L (BERE 20m 1T T 2) RRE2d S, BOBWMERSICL, Trianthema
hereroensis IZFERE THEHEZ ZWILL TWD [Seely ef al. 1998].

FHIZONWTHRTARDB L, 75 P3) R ANKRS Ph) OMED X, KRS 34% L H»
2w (K5). 207, F71%, B3 15m U EICHIEVCDHIRZH T KE TEESE TS,

PANRKTIE, B 20em 225 1m Bl EE TEAT DD WVRBK G ZEe 7278 <IRIXL TW
5. PEE 2030ecm D& ZAITIEY Z =B 10em I EHER L THBH, TDY & —23HERE U2
R, WOBBPRONPEoTEEXRLFHIND (BE 7). ZL T, &F, HUOROBH
MIEIEIT 72 5 T,

—7, BNIBEOT H T 7 E ORI TIX (P5), S 100em £ TIIME HTAS R
410% TH D05, S 100cm 725 150cm TIZFRE L » OWE LI T/KRIE 12-35%I12H 720,
OB ITIFMPAVRNSE L, ZZTRBSRNRERTHD EEXBND, FEOZ LI,
Pl THWx, S 50-70cm THIRAZ <, THIKZHER 1013%H 2. £, MADRIET S
LAt (P7) THEEL ETHRMBR SN, Nicotiana <2 Euclea ® X 5 732 - [RARDEEF I B ILIER (P6)
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5000-7000 yrs ago

\%Q/,/ o

¢ sl s sl Lltl gL foty o

River bed

Sand by wind
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400 yrs ago

Acacia erioloba

Sand by wind

T /,Faidherbia albida

Present

. ig,
Salvadora persica High terrace

Acanthosicyos horridus

/7

Sand dune

Low terrace Middle terrace  Low terrace

River bed
6 A DEREILE LR DER

Fig. 6. Environmental change and vegetational succession in study area

T HEOENE 2B ITHIRAZ .
UEZELHDH L, M6DXSITRD.

1. 5000-7000 4ERTICIX, BIFE L VG T, IKVHERH >z, M R/AKRSEEL Y @roTz.

2. 600 4ERTE T, BUEDERN B REIATE, ZIIIXT I ¥ 77 & Okt 233 - .
Z ORI TIRATL 2R LHLND L5 Lo,

3. 400 4ERNICIE, BT BN DWAHERL, WESTZIILY, BT
.

4. BUEZ, BESIERL, WEOTH T 770 E ok, EBARDOFAV AR BZEOR R
EHEoT, EHIEWEX Yy F L TREEZIEKRIE TS, i, BRKE < OBEM B R
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WZIET 5T (Acacia, Faidherbia) <0 Tamarix 72 & OfARHE ST S, BRKRPBWLOILE
JHCIX, Euclea R0 Nicotiana 72 EWRHA LTS, 51T, FRD LEENTARA B ot it
B Rz, o083 vr KaEY, KB R R4 1 1B EOBEAR Ny F EiT
BIELTW5.

3.2 AT NFRBICED A % LA QB EE

7 A2 TNREICES DX, vy 7 —/ (Topnaar) EFFIENAHERT, a4/ roobh
Dag (afaq) TAENDZFTIDOALAO—RETHD. HHOEFHIZE ST, bobdbE
eIz, FF (Acanthosicyos horridus) 3% 5. s> TF—NORIFRE, FF (nara) H Sk
LT =2 (Naranin) THY, HOHOXALIZE 5 THFIBROPNIZEETH D0 %R L TN
3.

F S5 ORKIT, BAPEERADEREL TWSEMIITE, ETRSN, FIMEESID
RHNTIIE S DR L A EME—D R L5 [ 2003]. 7o, RATDEZET, HHA—7
IZE 2, TN NTER AL ORERETHWIWE DL B [Wyk and Gericke 2000]. FZ 13,
T TN BRI ER &L Wb D AL LB, RS DOUVDRITE ST, BOWHLIIKD HK
DL, RIKDPZITHESED &V, wRIRFHOMEEZD > TnDd. Lith->T, F
TR IS EGRHICTEE D N AL DERERKGREZS>TND, £, TITRREENDILHO
ZRIZEM DD VIFEMTICIT TR SN, by TF—ADALITE > T, EERBIEARIC
725 T3 [P 2003].

I AT TFRBIZBWTIX, 5574 =)V REMIEND, FFELEEFEL TS HES
HD. My TF—NDOALZ, BRIEBETDSF % 123 AL, ARSI ARE
LTW%. LpLRab, 1961 F£OXFAERICEV ZNE Y FROFZ 74—V RTiE, )il

£ 2 1962-84 FDINRY TIZBIF 57 1 T NOBKLER
Table 2. Summary of Kuiseb River floods at Gobabeb, 1962-84

Year Total number of days Year Total number of days
1962/63 68 1973/74 102
1963/64 No record 1974/75 10
1964/65 26 1975/76 61
1965/66 18 1976/77 8
1966/67 22 1977/78 7
1967/68 11 1978/79 8
1968/69 18 1979/80 No flow
1969/70 1 1980/81 No flow
1970/71 34 1981/82 No flow
1971/72 43 1982/83 No flow
1972/73 15 1983/84 4

[Seely et al. 1981; Ward and Brunn 1985]
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DU 72V, SROFTZPHF LI [FHH 2003). JIIOLEIZT 7 OBHITL > TKE
REBEEFRIL L TN RTINS,

RARD Acacia erioloba 1%, 7 A TNFHETIE, ROEBELEEHMICETTSIRATHS.
FERELTEETHY, BIEERUCZbOIX, %, B, oL icfibi, fEkERT
b DX TFRIOBICHH SN S, BEHMLLEDOIIO & ZIRASNLY, BIlo & Eicfl
&3 [Wyk and Gericke 2000]. fLEED & Xi2iX, by TF—ADALXIZERLDOERNEZRN
5. HewickiZa—t —ofHE LTlEDIS. LiL, TOROEDHEERFMZ, B
BT D N AEIMIC & > T o HEEM T 2324425 Z & TH A 5 [Craven and Marais
1986]. 7 A TINFHEDO by TF— N DNLIZ, YXICELDUEET-THIR, X
Acacia erioloba O ERRIEEFATELAERTNT, by FF—LOKEITE > TEELBA
Thb.

b I OEDODOEEREAK, Faidherbia albida 1%, Acacia erioloba FIMRIZREZEORE L U TEE
72D, Faidherbia albida @k < IZEFEZ L, WEORAK L IIHIRTICEERE L L, %
CEEDTFTNDEZ L THD., LIERosT, YHXILL>TOXSIARDOETIC, ZOESSR
HERBRRE R0 TH 5.

ANy TRILTIR, 7 A2 7)IN& 196379 FITIFEERKR 2530 S [Seely ef al 19811,
FRIT 1976 ARITITHLBIIR & 7Bk IC Ko TERITHR > TR O REBSBILE S 7chs, 1980-82
TR ORI LV BIZE DO TEBRFABECTZORTH -7 (£ 2) [Ward and
Brunn 1985]. T & 5 RERABSBEHET L, ThETHRTE RIS RT I T O
BEF — X —TOMARERREETLII LS EXONDITHA D, THVTORANBFZO
X OICKBITHIET D EBETNIE, by T —ADANADOEEBREETHDHUHEIE T TR
{, ERZDOLDIZHL TS, WHAARBETHELRIZT I LATPHIND.

4. ¥ &£ ®

kDX ST, 74 7O BRBREITEMLL TnD. [REHICE DRV HEH
A BB L TN, ZOXRSBRARDOPFTEETD My T F—ADOANLIZE ST, B
OEALIZEETH Y, LA NRVEBOBIRE RitiF 5 Z L1, Kk eRkeExon
5.

AR ITEE T B EEREMO Ny TF—ADANAIZEDFHZEEEETH S, 74
T TNFIRTIIRI OB AR EDLO THEBETHY, TAEPDIZZE, TNLORMIL, Ny 7
FT—NDONADEFRIZE T, ELHTEEELRD, LrLans, AFFERTHIHENTZ LS
CHEEDOLT—F—Th, WROEKRE LDHIT, FRICHEINETH S THRHEL THE, I
KT D2WEITHEIETE BRI AN RZICER L T GBRASER SN, £, BREALT
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FIRAERHEBR L TOLBR DAL, UK, o OMEERIE, ALOAFICHKER
WBERIETESS.

77V I OEINTIE, KREEWIHELWEREDD LT, Z0b kR b s1mic
KRE B hE 2 Tz [KEF 1999; 2000; 2001; 2003; 7K BF - it 1999; Mizuno 1998]. L &k 5
ITHIR & 5 B L WRBIOMEIT RN T S, MKBORDED/N S RIBEIELASK & R fAEZE
Itzdblebd. LiL, BEETESENITENT 25 2, ZRO0MFMRTIVILKRL,
FRREEREFICE VI RHEAICRERLRS., LEB-T, Zok5k B4 oBik
FHEL, MiTT2Z81F, ZIIREDAADERICE > TRIFTTRL, Fu—~ - R7r—
Ny, TROLEAICESTHOEENRDDZLREEZLND.

ARRZEIE, SCHRIAERIAIZE BB & - ZBAZE A ) (FZeREE - KB —) T7 7 1) 0 o e tidh
BRI BREEAE) & NEVEE)ICBE 3 2281 GRERS 1 13371013) o—B L L Tithbivk. BlthiiA T
1%, 7 2 ETRERIZERT D ] Henschel KD h &Rz, Z ZITE#H N LET.

5 M X W
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