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Forests on Asian and African Area Studies

Foreword

The present special issue of Asian and African Area Studies, entitled “Forests on Asian and

]

African Area Studies,” is the fourth in the series, following on from “A New Horizon in Area
Studies,” “Crops and Asian and African Area Studies,” and “Water in Asia and Africa.”

The global environmental problems related to the loss and degradation of tropical forest have
been addressed at the international level in terms of the socioeconomic and research aspects
of prevention of global warming, sustainable forest management, biodiversity conservation,
prevention of desertification, and forest certification. These have been discussed at forums such
as COP6 (Kyoto Protocol), the Montreal Process (Criteria and Indicators), ITTO2000 (Sustainable
Forest Management), and are closely related to a series of treaties. The U.N. Forest Forum (UNFF)
has emphasized the importance of healthy expression of the functions of tropical forest, such as
mitigation of global warming and conservation of biodiversity, and has established criteria and
indicators for sustainable management of tropical forest and discussed plans for monitoring,
assessment and reporting. However, although discussions are continuing about the serious
consequences of the loss and degradation of tropical forest, no international treaty directly
related to forest is yet in place. In each country or region, the problems of forest ecosystems and
people’s lifestyles are site-specific; and the interests of different countries often conflict with each
other. In addition, the local communities whose livelihoods are based on the forest are detached
from global environmental problems.

Every year, 12.3 million ha of forest is lost globally, and a further 5.1 million ha is harvested
and converted to secondary forest. In addition, 6 million ha of arable land is degraded by surface
erosion and other causes. These lands undergo marked declines in biodiversity, biomass, and
productivity, and the function of the natural forest ecosystem in environmental conservation is
progressively degraded. Rehabilitation of the expanding degraded land as a source of supply of
natural resources is an urgent task for those people whose livelihood depends on utilization of
the forest. In particular, loss and degradation are advancing rapidly, and biodiversity is declining
sharply in tropical forests. Technologies such as enrichment planting and the catalytic plantation,
and site management methods must be developed to rehabilitate logged-over forest, secondary
forest, degraded shrub forest and other degraded land. The research must be conducted into

the socioeconomic applicability of forest rehabilitation management options that consider the



local community, and into land resources management planning and policy-making by the local
community. Natural science and technology must be synthesized with the socioeconomic options
in developing integrated rehabilitation technology suited to a particular area, so as to relieve the
impact of utilization on the remaining tropical forest and make effective use of natural resources.

At the Japan-U.S. high-level deliberations (technology) on climate change held on 29
September 2001, seven research priorities were agreed, one of which was the greenhouse gas
sequestration, including land use, land use change, and forestry. In 2002, the International
Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) issued guidelines for rehabilitation of degraded forest;
and in 2003, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published a report entitled
Good Practice Guidance for Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry. This calls into question
the conflict between land-use change and agriculture on one hand and forestry on the other,
and examines human-induced land and forest degradation as the most important issues to be
resolved.

The consequences of changing forests for human purposes, namely, the decline in carbon
storage and carbon sequestration capacities and the loss of biodiversity and natural resources
deriving from forest, must urgently be reversed so as to rehabilitate degraded forest, recover land
productivity and enable forest to function continuously for environmental conservation.

The present issue focuses on the people who live with the forest, their local economies and
their relations with environmental conservation policies and environmental ethics.

The Editorial Committee (Asian and African Area Studies)



