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Pain in Creation:
Examining the Experience of Dhaka Weaving in Eastern Nepal

Yuko Takamichi (Kyoto University of Advanced Science/Kyoto University)

The purpose of this study is to elucidate the experience of “pain” in Dhaka weaving and how it is
shared among weavers in eastern Nepal. Previous studies have called Dhaka the most
conspicuous Nepalese textile and an important cultural symbol throughout Nepal. The Dhaka
cloth produced in eastern Nepal is characterized by complex geometric patterns woven into a
plain weave. These technical characteristics were often mentioned and emphasized in the
research area as “hand-woven (haat le bunneko)” and distinguished from “machine-woven
(machine le bunneko). Most of weavers I met in eastern Nepal spoke of dhaka weaving in terms of
suffering, difficulty, pain, and depression. These narratives of “pain” were often seamlessly
connected to the narratives of the “hardships” and “painful” experiences of their daily lives. In
the research on craft making, “pain” is something that is converted into “joy,” and what the
experience of the “pain” is and what it means or the role it plays has been neglected. In this
study, I will review how the Nepali word duhkha, or pain is examined in the research on Nepal,
focusing on its intersubjective nature. I will then present the specific cases and examine what was
shared among those who knew the common skill, even when little overt and direct
communication was observed. By considering this, I will clarify what the experience is and how
this “pain” is shared by people not only through linguistic narrativization, but also through

learning a common skill.
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