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On My Research Theme and Language Training

My research theme is literacy education and literate culture in Nepal. The purpose of this research
is to clarify specific practices of letter and literacy education which are people using for their daily life and
to reveal social changes associated with the introduction of writing systems in a Nepalese community. The
importance of education, especially elementary education, has been well established. Although Nepalese
government, NGO and other supporting organizations have already started literacy education programs in
many areas of Nepal, but few reports have shown the actual conditions of literacy education because of
making numerical value. Then in this research, | would like to focus on showing a concrete state of life
with things with written.

Mastery of local language is needed for my research that needs to communicate and interview with
local people. Then | went to Darjeeling in India for ITP and leaned Nepali language. I had visited in
Darjeeling for about three months, and after that spent three months in Nepal. In Darjeeling, mainly the
study of reading and writing was practiced. In the early of the staying in Darjeeling, it had been taken much
time for learning parts of basis such as grammar, conjugation, declension and so on. My teacher, D. N. Rai
sir, he taught me Nepali carefully for about four hours every day. | did my exercises and reviews in the rest
of time with his explanation and grammar book which was written in Japanese. Because of staying with
teacher’s family, I could knew not only language but also way of life, for example how to celebrate
festivals, how to pray to Gods, how to cook and so on. It was very good opportunity for me to realize
language and culture.

In Nepal I had been to language school every morning for learning spoken Nepali for a month.
After that | got many chances to meet director of NGO that work for literacy education, to participate in
workshop for making reading materials of literacy education and to collect information.

For these six months | acquired my ability to communicate with Nepali and enthusiasm for
continuing my studies which are very important things for researcher.
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