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Title of Lecture: Villages of Ethnic Minority and Border
Lecturer: Shigeru Kimura (NGO Expert)
Keywords: environment, cultural exchange, crossing boundaries, labor movement,

commodities trade

Summary

The Northernmost area of Thailand is home to a multitude of ethnic minorities,
different in their ways of living but sharing a land they call home.

Doi Mae Sa Long, a community famous for its cool environment, abundant tea
plantation and tea products holds an intricate history that is traced back to the tumult
after World War II. The earliest inhabitants were from the Kuomintang army of
General Chiang Kai-shek who fought against the communist forces of China. Refusing
to surrender, these soldiers marched on, reached the area and eventually sought asylum.
At present, Mae Sa Long is a hub of exchange between Chinese and Thai culture.
Moving further north is Mae Sai on the border of Thailand and Myanmar, a place where
boundaries are crossed each day. As the political and structural divide between two
countries, Mae Sai is a thriving center for both business and leisure. Goods and labor
are transported through the two countries as visitors from all over the world take

advantage of the rich cache of goods and available services.
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